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There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to

disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest

in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician

with the same delight. The sort of script which is used in this book can be very easily obtained by

anyone who has once learned the knack; but disposed or excitable people who might make a bad

use of it shall not learn it from me. Readers are advised to remember that the devil is a liar. Not

everything that Screwtape says should be assumed to be true even from his own angle. I have

made no attempt to identify any of the human beings mentioned in the letters; but I think it very

unlikely that the portraits, say, of Fr. Spike or the patient's mother, are wholly just. There is wishful

thinking in Hell as well as on Earth. In conclusion, I ought to add that no effort has been made to

clear up the chronology of the letters. Number XVII appears to have been composed before

rationing became serious; but in general the diabolical method of dating seems to bear no relation to

terrestrial time and I have not attempted to reproduce it. The history of the European War, except in

so far as it happens now and then to impinge upon the spiritual condition of one human being, was

obviously of no interest to Screwtape.
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Today I loaned a copy of "Screwtape" to a young woman - the receptionist where I work -- who just

celebrated her 21st birthday. I HOPE she enjoys it, even as I wonder if a fifty year old book could

strike a chord with her -- the way it did with me, when I was her age. She seemed eager enough to

borrow a copy (I have two) just as soon as I described the book's delightful premise:"Screwtape" I

told her, "is letters from a senior devil to a junior devil - and it's the funniest thing C.S. Lewis ever

wrote - Have you heard of C.S. Lewis?" I asked. "No? Well he authored `Narnia.' (Neither of us has

seen the movie yet.)I told her 'Screwtape' is funny because (like all good humor) it seems so TRUE.

Or at least you want to BELIEVE it's real, as `Screwtape' the experienced devil coaches his nephew

`Wormwood' in his first assigned task: to "secure the damnation" of his 'patient' -- a young man who

has just become a Christian.As with "Narnia," the story unfolds in wartime (WWII) England. That's a

long time ago for someone 21 years old and "I'm really interested" I said "to find out if the 'dialogue'

of this book still speaks to someone your age.""Personally, I think it would make good movie" I said.

"It has been made into a talking book - read, I think, by John Cleese - the funny guy who starred in

the movie `A Fish Called Wanda" - I read somewhere he's recorded a version of `Screwtape.'

"----So . . after loaning that copy of "Screwtape" today, I opened, at random, my OTHER copy -- it

fell open to page 24 -- and I re-discovered why I've loved this book so much for so many years.
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